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Further ev1dence [that the” Soviet’ 1 must constantly negotlate to PFOVE OUT

cal warfare now “comes” from ‘thé’
Umted Nations, Extracts “of unre 7 ment hever capab ;of withs andlng,
leasedUNmtervxews w:th Afghan ref « much scrutmy,P lies, m tatters after'
tgees in 'Pakistan, were, printed on . . ‘yellow rain.”, The notion has been"
these pages Monday. The Huinber, and s«that the Soviets would have an inter-
. " consistency. of the reports are deeply. - ot in abiding by arms treaties from
- impressive, and in Afghanistan no one’  po. that we would rearm and . raise.;
- can:-doubt- that Sov:et "°°ps are di- - gan ctions"if they were caught cheat-
_ rect]y involved... - A%t - jng. Yet the Soviets have in fact been,
The. Afghan accoums .though, in-- caught cheating:on the Biological
troduce a new puzzle.: The reports in- ... Weapons Convention, and no. sanctlons ;
clude clouds -of, yellow, smoke.,and ,,hhave been_imposed.: The Reagan‘ad- -
symptoms that match those reported : - ministration has acknowledged the So-'
in Laos and Cambodia, where biologi-, -. , viet violations, but has not even filed :
cal -trichothecene: toxins. have: been '~ a formal protest urider procedures es-"
identified in samples from attack - tablished by the 1972 convention and
sites. But in Afghanistan, ‘‘yellow now opens new arms talks. The lack.:
rain” is not the persistent theme. In-  of a U.S. response is an open invita--
" stead, the reports return again and " tion to similarly blatant violations of
agam to rottmg flesh. - . .. R other arms control treaties. ., <«
“Bodies decomposed and limbs =+ In any. event, there is no way o
separated rrom ‘each” other “when i achieve  verification " of the. coming:
touched - " one, doctor reported "The generations . of weapons A strategic’
-cruise missile, for example, is 20 feet
long. How could we count the Soviet '
inventory? Even’ w1th on-site’ inspec-
tion, how could 'we know what the So-"
$ v1ets ‘could, hide. if. they ‘behaved . the .
*:way. they have w:th blologmal “We
) — — - —m . ORS?. We may as well face the Jeality
"~ flesh came -apart like it: was. bumed _.that to ask for adequate verification is
 and-smelled like burned flesh,” refu- ~to ask that the Soviet Umon cease to
"gees report..“*We -found - the -bodiés " “be a totalitarian socnety Qi
were as if cooked,’ flésh-was very. soft TR e * val
and-came apart.’" And; “then‘ ‘flesh® 1% The case for a possxble change m
was Soft and rotted.’! s rmminSunsecs: the Soviet, leadership is: more impor-.
What kind of weapon could con- - ‘tant. Soviet economic - ‘problems are
ceivably cause such dramatic re- growing, and there is always some
sults? ! slim possibility of a Deng Xiaoping
After death bodies normally de- decision to come to terms with the

. : ... West..At the moment, though, the '
compose throu, h autolysis. Each tis- h . M L
sue cell contan?s proteo);ytlc enzymes, more likely reaction to economic cri-

i Id seem to be using the only |
. Which break down proteins to provide S!S wou ; . 1y
. energy for the cell” After death the en- asset the Soviet Union has, naked mil-

zymes- attack “and dissolve the -cell ,, itary power. With a change in Soviet

* “leadership and growing economic
. wall. Apparently whatever the Sovxets %+ problems, we must focus on the possi-

- are using in Afghanistan vastly speeds’; bility” it may un dertake “further -f
Ems PTOCESS. o “'eign, ‘adventures to divert ‘attention:
Proteolytic enzymes come in’ many from problems at home :
varieties, each with highly specific ef-:L % I5i “any "event, -we could always
.+, fects. The digestive tract relies on  start serious hegotiations once’ there.;
. several, pepsin being the most-impor--*--ywas some evidence of a change in the -
* tant. Another, papain, is extracted  goviet Union. We thought we saw this
from plants and used as meat tender- " . jn the Khrushchev era, with the de-
izer. Some are ‘synthesized and ‘used * " Stalinization campaign. Indeed, this |
in detergents. A proteolytic enzyme is .. .. provided much of the initial impetus'*
produced by the streptococcus bacte- " “for detente and the current round of 3
! - ria, helping it to invade .cell walls.” strateglc arms negotiations? ButT
—-—-Others -are- componems—of-snake—ven-»-—ﬁow Kriow. that af the Height o
om, where they break down caplllary the Soviets sxgned’ the = - Bic

d ;
oo Walls and cause internal bjeeding, 03 HENRVORS IR 38 Prdeeeded
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at causes t
posed bodies reported by the Afghans; .
no tissues have been collected or ana-.
lyzed. But both the rapid decomposi-*.

profuse bleeding reported by the
Hmong in Laos could plausibly be ex-
plained by ‘a combination of the "tri- "

chothecene poisons and a proteolytrc'
enzyme to shoot }them through the

body.

This is close to 2 standard SC}ence
fiction horror: To “Star Wars,"”” where
weapons burn“away flesh:and: leav
bleached bones. To “Raxders of

Lost Ark,” which shows faces disso Iv-

ing into death heads. The cocktail of

e trlcothecenes and proteolytic enzymes
.. is, of course, only a speculatlon But .

at the véry least; it raises the question™” .’
of what else the Russrans have cooked -
up-in the laboratories they plédged t
dismantle when they signed. the Big

‘ et Union?;The genatnc'gen

thie top of the Soviet élife four

-mative experience in the great pu

trials of the 1930s. Those stamped by

_ Stalin’s paranoia “are now' passing’”
. frem the scene, but no comforting" -~
* technocrat is emerging as Brezhnev's
putative heir. Instead, the next head -

of the Soviet Union may well be Uri
Andropov, who made his mark sup-

. pressing the 1956 Hungarian revolu-

tion and served ‘until just. the other
day as head of the KGB M

Should we be surpnsed that's C
men would view the Biological Weap
ons Convention with utter contempt?
Can we suppose they would treat an

- Can we expect them to negotlate on'= »

the. basis of mutual interest, or solely

to seek opportumties for ‘advantage

~ through evasion and' cheating? W‘"}: <3 mehnt with the Soviets is slim to negli-

wglble It's time for our attention to

fo 908 Emﬁm/%c-cm\p‘% _

e decom:- ;.
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"time we are entitled fo wait for a little]
. evxdence of good faith,

" tion of the bodies and the sudden and ~

peratwes 'which : ;have - dominated.
,President Réagan’s tnp to Europe He
"'has offered new. arms proposils-_the
I “zero opnon""on European missiles;’
deep - -reductions in strategic weapons
and now a_pullback ‘of ground’ troops’|
.In Europe—and he has expressed his
agreement with the : goals - of -anti-
nuclear demonstrat ’,-,By offenng
thesé’ tokens of ‘good faith; he "hopes to

: molhfy -the demonstrators “and - no
: doubt eventually to show’ that-it is the

- Soviets who block arms agreements.”
The cost, though, is yielding the
,moral high ground. Why should the
American President have to _prove, he .
‘has stopped beating_ his wxfe" Ameri- |
an nuclear forces have béen rediced”
ive power, have broken

WA

Chave ktlled
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pe
. arms talks,to molhfy protesters Mr.-
_Reagan should be Iaymg the: pohtlcal
" groundwork for drawmg back from
negotiations pending some change in
Soviet behavior. His proposals are on
' the ‘table,’ and would represent real®

PR disarmament. Precnsely for that rea-‘
P S-u50n no one thinks the Sovxets will be

ruly interested, and' the pressures are -
Iready building. for' M R agan to.
egotiate. with’ hlmself .
S deflate- th
pec| jor that arms’:
‘agreemenfs”will Solve our problems.
.. Why can't simple truths be -uttered?
" The prospect for~ meamngful agree-

5 = shift” from how to achieve an arms

Under what rationale do we pursue

. arms talks with the Soviets?” What do’

"we hope to achigve?: There ‘dre-essen- -’
4 - tially three‘answers:” The’ first an
- parrowest is that desplte Soviet“du

plicity some useful ‘agreements - may"

: -.be possible where 'verification - pe
', -~ mits. The second and broadest'is that

at some point the character of the So-- -
viet leadershlp may change, and w

should not miss this historic opportu- ..

nity. The third and, in practice, most

powerful is purely political—that we -

greement to_how to build a viable
'1tary deterrent The true outrage
hty is not inanimate lumps of
teel‘and>plutonium buried in: Mon-:
tana, but the sordid deaths of Hmong-
b d Afghan freedom fght-'

: Our politicians; mcludmg‘Mr. R
gan shrmk from these truths because,
. thiey' fear-the pubhc does not want to
hear them:. They should stop underes--
timating, democracy. Surely elector-
.- ates -at- home and abroad can under-
.stand this position: When the Soviets
are breaking old arms agreements,
it's no time to get excited about nego-
_ tiating new ones. '
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